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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -46 are pending. 

Papers Filed 

2. Examiner acknowledges receipt of claims, disclosure, and drawings filed 31 
October 2003, declaration filed 31 March 2004, information disclosure statement filed 
24 September 2004 and preliminary amendment filed 28 April 2005. 

Title 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 23-30 and 45-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Page 19 of the specification 
defines "computer readable media" to include "transmission-type media". Transmission 
media are not tangible, and hence, non-statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kubota 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,167,505) hereinafter referred to as Kubota. 

8. As per claim 1 , Kubota discloses an instruction fetch unit for a processor, 
comprising: 

a first recoder; (Fig. 2 decoder 160) 

and a second recoder (Fig. 2 Ext registers 172 and 174 in combination with 
Immediate Generation Circuit 170) coupled to the first recoder, The examiner asserts 
that the recoders are coupled by means of the bus shown in Fig. 2. 

wherein the first recoder passes information regarding a first instruction (prefix 
instruction) to the second recoder, and the second recoder recodes a second instruction 
(target instruction) based on the information passed by the first recoder. (Col. 9 lines 19- 
36 and lines 52-57) 

9. As per claim 2, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 1 , further 
comprising: an instruction-staging unit coupled to the first recoder and the second 
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recoder that dispatches an instruction from an instruction cache to one of the first 
recoder and the second recoder. The examiner asserts that there must inherently exist 
a dispatch unit to move instructions from instruction register 150 (Fig. 2) to the recoders 
(decoder 160 and combination of parts 170, 172, 174). Without a means to dispatch an 
instruction to either of the decoders, no instruction would be able to be executed in 
Kubota's system. 

10. As per claim 3, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 1 , wherein the 
processor executes instructions having X-bits and belonging to a first instruction set 
(instructions having 16-bits of length. Examples pictured in Figs. 7 and 9) and 
instructions having Y-bits and belonging to a second instruction set (Instructions having 
32-bits of length. Examples pictured in Figs. 8 and 10), Y being greater than X, and 
wherein the first recoder and the second recoder recode an instruction belonging to one 
of the first instruction set and the second instruction set to form a recoded instruction 
having at least Y-bits. (Col. 9 line 58 - col. 10 line 12) 

11. As per claim 4, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 3, wherein 
each instruction of the first instruction set has 16-bits and each instruction of the second 
instruction set has 32-bits. (Col. 9 line 58 - col. 10 line 12) 

12. As per claim 5, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 3, wherein the 
first instruction set includes an expand instruction used to enlarge an immediate field of 
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an expandable instruction of the first instruction set, (Col. 8 lines 43-49) and wherein 
the first recoder passes at least one bit of the expand instruction to the second recoder 
thereby allowing the second recoder to recode the expandable instruction. (Col. 10 
lines 20-26) 

1 3. As per claim 6, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 5, wherein the 
at least one bit of the expand instruction is concatenated to at least one bit of the 
expandable instruction. (Col. 10 lines 9-13) 

14. As per claim 7, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 3, wherein the 
first instruction set includes a mode-switching instruction that switches the operating 
mode of the processor, and wherein the first recoder passes one or more bits to the 
second recoder thereby allowing the second recoder to recode the mode-switching 
instruction. (Col. 18 lines 48-67) The examiner asserts that a branch instruction 
constitutes a mode-switch instruction as the flow of a program switches along with the 
processor taking the branch path. 

1 5. As per claim 8, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 7, wherein the 
one or more bits are concatenated to at least one bit of the mode-switching instruction. 
(Col. 18 lines 48-67) 
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16. As per claim 9, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

1 , consequently claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 1 above. 

17. As per claim 10, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

2, consequently claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 2 above. 

1 8. As per claim 1 1 , Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

3, consequently claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 3 above. 

19. As per claim 12, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

4, consequently claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 4 above. 

20. As per claim 13, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

5, consequently claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 5 above. 
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21 . As per claim 14, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

6, consequently claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 6 above. 

22. As per claim 15, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

7, consequently claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 7 above. 

23. As per claim 16, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 

8, consequently claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 8 above. 

24. As per claim 17, Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 1, consequently claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 1 above. 

25. As per claim 18, Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 2, consequently claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 2 above. 
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26. As per claim 19, Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 3, consequently claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 3 above. 

27. As per claim 20, Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 4, consequently claim 20 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 4 above. 

28. As per claim 21 , Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 5, consequently claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 5 above. 

29. As per claim 22, Kubota has taught a processing system employing the fetch unit 
of claim 6, consequently claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claim 6 above. 

30. As per claim 23, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 1 , consequently claim 23 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
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31 . As per claim 24, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 2, consequently claim 24 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 2 above. 

32. As per claim 25, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 3, consequently claim 25 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 3 above. 

33. As per claim 26, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 4, consequently claim 26 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 4 above. 

34. As per claim 27, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 5, consequently claim 27 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 5 above. 

35. As per claim 28, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 6, consequently claim 28 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 6 above. 
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36. As per claim 29, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 7, consequently claim 29 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 7 above. 

37. As per claim 30, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 8, consequently claim 30 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 8 above. 

38. As per claim 31, Kubota discloses a method for recoding instructions for 
execution by a computer readable medium comprising a microprocessor core, 
comprising: 

(a) fetching an expand instruction (prefix instruction) and an expandable 
instruction (target instruction) from an instruction cache; The examiner asserts that 
there must inherently exist a dispatch unit to move instructions from instruction register 
150 (Fig. 2) to the recoders (decoder 160 and combination of parts 170, 172, 174). 
Without a means to dispatch an instruction to either of the decoders, no instruction 
would be able to be executed in Kubota's system. 

(b) dispatching the expand instruction to a first recoder and dispatching the 
expandable instruction to a second recoder; (Col. 9 lines 19-36 and lines 52-57) 

(c) generating at the first recoder at least one information bit based on the 
expand instruction; (Col. 10 lines 20-26) The examiner asserts that the immediate data 
is generated from the first instruction in order for it to be passed to the second recoder. 
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and (d) recoding the expandable instruction at the second recoder using the at 
least one information bit generated at the first recoder. (Col. 10 lines 20-26) The 
examiner asserts that the second recoder recodes the second instruction by adding the 
data from the first instruction to an immediate field in the seond. 

39. As per claim 32, Kubota discloses the method of claim 31 , wherein step (a) 
comprises: 

(i) fetching the expand instruction during a first clock cycle of the computer 
readable medium comprising a microprocessor core; and 

(ii) fetching the expandable instruction during a subsequent clock cycle of the 
computer readable medium comprising a microprocessor core. Fig. 5 depicts fetching 
an EXT instruction (prefix instruction) in clock cycle number 2 and an LD instruction 
(target instruction) in the subsequent clock cycle. 

40. As per claim 33, Kubota discloses the method of claim 31 , wherein the at least 
one information bit based on the expand instruction is generated at the first recoder 
during a first clock cycle of the processor, and the expandable instruction is recoded at 
the second recoder during a second clock cycle of the computer readable medium 
comprising a microprocessor core. Fig. 5 depicts fetching an EXT instruction (prefix 
instruction) in clock cycle number 2 and an LD instruction (target instruction) in the 
subsequent clock cycle. When the EXTJLOW signal 550 is high in clock cycle number 
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three, the data from the target instruction is combined with the data from the previous 
EXT instruction (col. 12 lines 21-31). 

41 . As per claim 34, Kubota discloses the method of claim 33, further comprising a 
step between steps (c) and (d) of: 

storing the at least one information bit generated at the first recoder in an 
information storage buffer. The examiner asserts that registers EXT1 and EXT2 (Fig. 2) 
constitute storage buffers. Col. 12 lines 21-31 indicate that data has been stored 
therein. 

42. As per claim 35, Kubota discloses a method for recoding instructions for 
execution by a processor, comprising: 

fetching a plurality of instructions from an instruction cache (Fig. 2 instruction 
register 150), wherein the plurality of instructions includes a first instruction (prefix 
instruction) and a second instruction (target instruction), and the first instruction is 
different from the second instruction; The examiner asserts that the instructions must 
inherently be fetched before being decoded. 

dispatching the first instruction to a first recoder and the second instruction to a 
second recoder; (Col. 9 lines 19-36 and lines 52-57) 

and recoding the first and second instructions within a single clock cycle. The 
examiner asserts that there exists a single clock cycle in which the results of the 
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combination of immediate data from the first and second instructions becomes valid. 
This is the cycle in which the instructions are considered to be "recoded. " 

43. As per claim 36, Kubota discloses the method of claim 35, wherein the recoding 
of the second instruction is performed using information from the first instruction. (Col. 
12 lines 21-31) 

44. As per claim 37, Kubota discloses the method of claim 35, further comprising 
forwarding information from the first recoder to the second recoder, such information 
used by the second recoder to perform a recoding operation. (Col. 12 lines 21-31) 

45. As per claim 38, Kubota discloses an instruction fetch unit for a processor 
comprising: 

a first recoder (Fig. 2 decoder 160); 

and a second recoder (Fig. 2 Ext registers 172 and 174 in combination with 
Immediate Generation Circuit 170) which operates in parallel with the first recoder; 

wherein the first recoder recodes a first instruction and the second recoder 
recodes a second instruction within a single clock cycle, and the first instruction is 
different from the second instruction. (Col. 9 lines 19-36 and lines 52-57) The examiner 
asserts that there exists a single clock cycle in which the results of the combination of 
immediate data from the first and second instructions becomes valid. This is the cycle 
in which the instructions are considered to be "recoded." 
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46. As per claim 39, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 38, wherein 
the second recoder recodes the second instruction using information from the first 
instruction. (Col. 12 lines 21-31) 

47. As per claim 40, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 39, wherein 
the first recoder is coupled to the second recoder. Fig. 2 discloses the two recoders 
being coupled together by means of a bus. 

48. As per claim 41 , Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 1 , wherein 
the first instruction is used to enlarge a field of the second instruction and the 
information is at least one bit of the first instruction. (Col. 9 lines 19-36 and lines 52-57) 

49. As per claim 42, Kubota discloses the instruction fetch unit of claim 41 , wherein 
the first instruction is an expand instruction, the second instruction is an expandable 
instruction and the field is an immediate field. (Col. 9 lines 19-36 and lines 52-57) 

50. As per claim 43, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 
41 , consequently claim 43 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 41 above. 
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51 . As per claim 44, Kubota has taught a processor employing the fetch unit of claim 
42, consequently claim 44 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of 
claim 42 above. 

52. As per claim 45, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 41 , consequently claim 45 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 41 above. 

53. As per claim 46, Kubota has taught a computer readable medium comprising a 
microprocessor core employing the fetch unit of claim 42, consequently claim 46 is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 42 above. 

Conclusion 

54. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Narita et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,408,625) disclose a system employing multiple 
decoders and an expand instruction. 

55. The following is text cited from 37 CFR 1.111(c): In amending in reply to a 
rejection of claims in an application or patent under reexamination, the applicant or 
patent owner must clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the 
claims present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the 
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objections made. The applicant or patent owner must also show how the amendments 
avoid such references or objections. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon Cody whose telephone number is 571-272-8401. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8 AM - 5 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eddie Chan can be reached on 571-272-4162. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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